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In 2021 HMC conducted its first community survey to align its services with the needs of Helmholtz re-
searchers. A question catalogue, with 49 (sub-)questions based on an expertise-adaptive approach, was de-

signed and disseminated among researchers in all six Helmholtz research fields. 631 completed survey replies
were obtained for analysis.

The HMC Community Survey 2021 provides insight into the management of research data as well as the
data publication practices of researchers in the Helmholtz Association. The characterization of research-field-
dependent communities will enable HMC to further develop targeted, community-driven support for the
documentation of research data with metadata.

An outlook to our future survey strategies will be discussed.
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