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Hot-water drilling is the fastest method of drilling through ice. Currently, hot-water drilling is
being actively used to observe ocean cavities beneath ice shelves, study internal ice structures,
measure temperature and deformation within the ice, and clean access subglacial lakes. In
general, hot-water drill drills are full-face (non-coring) drilling tools that can only produce
meltwater and the borehole itself. To recover ice cores from desirable depths, specialized hot-
water ice-coring drills can be used in combination with a full-scaled hot-water drilling system.
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