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Imagine: A 30 year old Fortran code. 10K lines of three-letter variables, almost no commentary of varying
correctness and no one left to remember how it works. Amazingly it is still in use - even though it is unclear
how exactly it calculates what it calculates⋯
Somewhere buried in these dusty bits and bytes supposedly lies an algorithm that promises to be better than
the tools that a research group have available, faster and more precise.

The HIFIS RSE-consulting team was approached to help with investigating this software, unlocking its hidden
secrets and coming up with a way to deal with this kind of “inherited software”, because we can be sure: There
is a lot more where that came from.

In this talk we will present how we approach this problem, the plan, the steps already taken, the challenges
encountered, what worked (or at least looks promising) and what didn’t.
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