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The German Reproducibility Network - a strong 
network to implement Open Science in Germany





German Reproducibility
Network
Founded in 2020 as the first nationwide, cross-disciplinary organization to strengthen 
research transparency and reproducibility in science

A "network of networks" - umbrella organization for Open Science and Reproducibility 
initiatives in Germany

We advise institutions on how to embed open
science practices in their work.

We connect local or topic- centered 
Reproducibility Initiatives to a national 
network, and foster connections between 
them.

We represent the open science community
toward other stakeholders in the wider
scientific landscape.

We support researchers in educating
themselves about open science practices, and
founding local open science communities.



International 
Cooperation



Member
42 members in the GRN ("local nodes")
as of September 2024

3 types of members:
• Reproducibility Initiative
• Research Institution
• Academic Societies

University of Mannheim joins in August 2022 as 
first German university

Low-threshold accession for initiatives, detailed 
process for institutions (signing of a memorandum 
of understanding + evaluation after 3 years)

Introduction videos of the members on our website: 
https://reproducibilitynetwork.de/members



GRN Steering Committee

• Steering Committee) 
with up to 12 members

• Management of GRN 
activities

• Broad representation of 
the Open Science 
landscape in terms of 
career level, discipline & 
research topics



Overview - GRN Activities
We organized a session on Enabling reproducibility in (data) science at the RDA Germany 
Conference 2023 [1]

We issued a Press statement in March 2023 in the context of the WissZeitVG-Reform
demanding better working conditions and support for open science practices [2]

We organized a session on „FAIR and Reproducible Code“ on the deRSE24 - Conference for 
Research Software Engineering [3]

We conducted a Meta Science Summer School and an accompanying Webinar Series for ECRs [4]

We wrote a community paper on how to establish open science practices [5]

We were cosponsoring the META-REP 2024 Conference in Munich [6]

https://indico.desy.de/event/37011/contributions/132889/
https://reproducibilitynetwork.de/pressrelease/
https://events.hifis.net/event/994/contributions/7987/
https://reproducibilitynetwork.de/events/2023/meta-science-summer-school/
https://elifesciences.org/articles/89736
https://www.conference2024.meta-rep.uni-muenchen.de/index.html


deRSE 2024 Conference - Würzburg



Eleven Strategies - Community Paper

https://elifesciences.org/articles/89736



Meta Science Summer School



META-REP Conference Munich 2024



Press statement - WissZeitVG reform

https://reproducibilitynetwork.de/pressrelease/



The role of reproducibility in science

https://www.nature.com/articles/533452a


The role of reproducibility in science
UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science

To address the complex challenges of the 21st century, we need a more transparent, accessible and inclusive science, which builds on collaboration. We need science that is beneficial for all people in every corner of the world. In other words: we need open science…
Reflecting the views of a growing and vibrant global community, the UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science sets global standards for making open science a reality that leaves no one behind.
More information: https://on.unesco.org/openscience

DFG statement:

Agreement for a cultural change in 

science:

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/482

23/pf0000379949.locale=en

https://zenodo.org/record/7193838#.Y

063VHZBxaQ

https://coara.eu/agreement/the-

agreement-full-text/

Berlin declaration on open access to 

knowledge:
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berliner-

Erklaerung

UNESCO Recommendation on 

Open Science:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3Wkvx_ZaFo
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
https://zenodo.org/record/7193838#.Y063VHZBxaQ
https://zenodo.org/record/7193838#.Y063VHZBxaQ
https://coara.eu/agreement/the-agreement-full-text/
https://coara.eu/agreement/the-agreement-full-text/
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berliner-Erklaerung
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berliner-Erklaerung


The diversity of research outputs

All the research outputs 

are of value

and should be published FAIR:

Findable

Accessible

Interoperable

Reusable



Vision: Reproducible papers!
https://doi.org/10.55458/neurolibre.00014

The role of reproducibility in science

https://doi.org/10.55458/neurolibre.00014


The diversity of research outputs

image: Roger D. Peng DOI: 10.1126/science.1213847 (Copyright © 2011, American Association for the Advancement of Science)

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1213847


The diversity of research outputs

image: Roger D. Peng DOI: 10.1126/science.1213847 (Copyright © 2011, American Association for the Advancement of Science)

https://de-rse.org/de/index.html

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1213847
https://de-rse.org/de/index.html


Benefits in Joining the GRN

Collaboration & Networking
• Get together with other

Open Science/
Reproducibility enthusiasts

• Connect to scientists across
• different disciplines

Access to Training & Resources:
• Participate in training activities 

and workshops
• Gain access to guidelines, tools, 

and expertise that help improve 
research transparency

Influence Policy & Practice:
• drive systemic changes in 

the academic system
• Working with 

policymakers, funders, 
and publishers



Visit our homepage: https://reproducibilitynetwork.de

Join our mailing list: https://lists.lrz.de/mailman/listinfo/grn
For general inquircies: info@reproducibilitynetwork.de
Interested in becoming a member, get in touch with the Steering Committee: 
grn-steering@lists.lrz.de
´
Stay up to date about GRN activities:
Bluesky: @germanrepro.bsky.social
Mastodon: https://mastodon.world/@GermanRepro
Twitter:  @GermanRepro (archived)

How to get in touch

https://reproducibilitynetwork.de/
https://lists.lrz.de/mailman/listinfo/grn
mailto:info@reproducibilitynetwork.de
mailto:grn-steering@lists.lrz.de
https://bsky.app/profile/germanrepro.bsky.social
https://mastodon.world/@GermanRepro
https://x.com/GermanRepro


Time for your Questions
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