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Qualitative research involves a large number of different analysis methods, which are increasingly supported
by the use of qualitative data analysis software. In addition to larger closed commercial software products,
there are a number of open source projects that implement individual analysis methods. A major problem for
the sustainability of these fragmented software projects is the lack of a large software community to support
them.

To address this problem, the OpenQDA project [QDA24] provides an extensible research platform for open
science. It extends the qualitative data analysis standard REFI [Ev20] and implements a pluggable architec-
ture for the following aspects of qualitative analysis: (1) data import and discovery for the use of different
file formats, databases, archives and APIs; (2) media display and coding user interfaces for qualitative anno-
tation of different data formats such as text, audio, video, geospatial or motion data; (3) encoding methods
and workflows for systematic support of coding schemes; and (4) analysis and visualization methods. In the
presentation we will give an architectural overview and discuss examples for the implementation of specific
plug-ins, such as AI models for automatic transcription of audio files [Ha24] or the integration of visualization
platforms.

The aim of the presented software is to provide a research platform for collaborative qualitative analysis, as
well as for further method development for scientists with different levels of technical expertise, which in
comparison has already been established in quantitative data analysis by projects, such as the R project.
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