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Approaches to rapidly collecting global biodiversity data are increasingly important, but biodiversity blind
spots persist. We organized a three-day Datathon event to improve the openness of local biodiversity se-
quence data and facilitate data reuse by local researchers. The first Datathon, organized among microbial
ecologists in Uruguay and Argentina assembled the largest microbiome dataset in the region to date and
formed collaborative consortia for microbiome data synthesis.
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