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Techniques of machine learning (ML) and what is called “artificial intelligence”(AI) today find a rapidly in-
creasing range of applications touching upon social, economic, and technological aspects of everyday life.
They are also being used increasingly and with great enthusiasm to fill in gaps in our scientific knowledge
by data-based modeling approaches. I have followed these developments over the past almost 20 years with
interest and concern, and with mounting disappointment. This leaves me sufficiently worried to raise here a
couple of pointed remarks.
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